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Today 
Weekend Broadway Series: 
Eight O’Clock Theater presents 
Pete ’N’ Keely, an entertaining 
look at the bygone era of live 
television variety shows, at 8 p.m. 
today ; and 2 p.m. Sunday  at the 
Largo Cultural Center, 105 Central 
Park Drive. Tickets are $30 adults, 
$23 seniors, $20 students age 19 
and younger with ID. Call (727) 
587-6793 or visit largoarts.com.

Dunedin art festival: The 13th 
annual Downtown Dunedin Art 
Festival will be 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
today  and Sunday  along Main 
Street in downtown Dunedin. 
Two-day event features original 
artwork handmade in America, 
and includes painting, sculpture, 
photography, glass, wood, jew-
elry, collage and ceramics. Free 
admission. Call (954) 472-3755 or 
visit artfestival.com.

Experience Dali: View 7-foot long 
reproductions of Salvador Dali’s 
art at a Teacher’s Discovery Trav-
eling Exhibit and learn about the 
surrealist and his work from Dali 
Museum docents at a 2 p.m. pro-
gram today  and Jan. 24, and 10:30 
a.m. Jan. 22 and 30 at the Dune-
din Public Library, 223 Douglas 
Ave. Call (727) 298-3080, ext. 238.

Career assistance: Learn the key 
to successful networking, putting 
a job search plan together and 
finding the open (and hidden) 
jobs in the community at a free 
career search workshop 10 a.m.-
noon every Saturday at Northbay 
Community Church, 3170 McMul-
len-Booth Road, Clearwater. Call 
(727) 796-0071.

Family movie night: The Palm 
Harbor Parks and Recreation 
Department presents the free 
family movie Horton Hears a 
Who! at dusk  at Pop Stansell Park, 
corner of Eighth Street and Florida 

Avenue, Palm Harbor. Refresh-
ments will be available for pur-
chase. Call (727) 771-6000.

Market in the park: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
every Saturday through April 17 
at Heritage Village, 11909 125th 
St., Largo. At least 36 vendors 
will offer fresh produce, seafood, 
honey, all-natural pet treats, hot 
sauces, crafts and more. Pinellas 
County Extension will provide 
several educational booths. Call 
market manager Richard Kendler 
at (727) 733-4215.

Early childhood fair: Representa-
tives from more than 25 schools, 
programs and agencies will be 
available to answer questions 
about preschool programs, pro-
vide information about costs and 
registration, and offer free hand-
outs and prizes 9:30-11 a.m.  in the 
community room of the Palm Har-
bor Library, 2330 Nebraska Ave. 
Call (727) 784-3332, 3018.

Fiber arts: Interested individuals 
are invited to join the spinners 
of the Pinellas Weavers Guild 
to celebrate Roc Day with mini-
classes, demonstrations, stories 
and a fiber exhibit by members 10 
a.m.-3 p.m.  at Fiber Arts House at 
Heritage Village, 11909 125th St. N, 
Largo. Call (727) 582-2123.

Sunday
The Florida Orchestra: Stefan 
Sanderling leads the Florida 
Orchestra in Shostakovich’s Sym-
phony No. 6 at 7:30 p.m.  at Ruth 
Eckerd Hall, 1111 McMullen-Booth 
Road, Clearwater. Tickets are 
$20, $30, $43, $53, and $67. Call 
toll-free 800-662-7286 and visit 
floridaorchestra.org.

Author to speak: 2009 Major 
League Baseball Scouting Hall of 
Fame inductee Al Goldis will give 
tips from his latest book, How To 
Make Pro Baseball Scouts Notice 

You, at 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  at Temple 
Ahavat Shalom, 1575 Curlew 
Road, Palm Harbor. $12 pays for 
autographed book and refresh-
ments; cost for refreshments 
without book purchase is $5 
adults and $3 children age 17 and 
younger. Call (727) 729-4101.

Opera DVD: The Pinellas Opera 
League will show the DVD, Rode-
linda by George Frideric Handel , 
at 1:30 p.m.  at the Leepa-Rattner 
Museum of Art, 600 Klosterman 
Road, Tarpon Springs. Free. Call 
(727) 242-6486.
Bob Newhart live: Multi-talented 

Bob Newhart brings his stand-up 
comedy to the stage at 2 p.m.  at 
Ruth Eckerd Hall, 1111 McMullen-
Booth Road, Clearwater. Tickets 
are $70, $45 and $35.50. Call the 
box office at (727) 791-7400 or visit 
rutheckerhall.com.
New Century Opera: Orpheus 
and Eurydice tells the Greek leg-
end of the grief-stricken Orpheus, 
who descends into hell to bring 
back his beloved wife, at 2 p.m. 
 at the Tarpon Springs Performing 
Arts Center, 324 Pine St. Sung in 
English. Tickets $20, $18 mem-
bers and students. Call (727) 

942-5605.
Crossroads Farmers Market: 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. every Sunday at the 
North Pinellas Historical Museum, 
2043 Curlew Road, Palm Harbor. 
The market focuses on locally 
grown or harvested fresh prod-
ucts including fruits and veg-
etables, herbs and spices, plants, 
baked goods and more. Call (727) 
787-4700 or (727) 724-3054.
Tarpon Springs Sunday Farm-
ers Market: Open 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the corner of Alt. 19 (Pinel-
las Avenue) and Tarpon Avenue. 
Continues every Sunday through 

May offering fresh produce, 
prepared foods, gourmet baked 
goods, greenery, hand crafted 
goods and live music. “Urban 
Gypsies” will perform Jan. 3. Call 
Donna or Judy at (727) 942-4675 
or e-mail Sunday MorningMkt@
gmail.com.

Art explained: The Leepa-Rat-
tner Museum of Art offers docent 
tours at 1:30 and 2 p.m. every 
Sunday. Meet in the lobby of the 
museum, which is on the Tarpon 
Springs campus of St. Petersburg 
College, 600 Klosterman Road. 
Free admission on Sundays. Call 
(727) 712-5762.

Bazaar and bake sale: Clearwa-
ter Shuffleboard Club will host 
a bazaar and bake sale 9 a.m.-3 
p.m.  at 1020 Calumet St., Clear-
water with homemade baked 
goods, handmade jewelry, plants, 
antique tools, and household 
items. The SPCA of Tampa Bay 
will have animals for adoption on 
site and volunteers to answer pet 
related questions. Call Bob Weber 
at (727) 446-3306.

Monday
Stamp Club to meet: The Clear-
water Stamp Club will meet 4:30-
6:30 p.m.  at the Clearwater East 
Library, 2251 Drew St. Program 
will feature a BAYPEX 2010 pre-
view, selection of future program-
ming, and listing preferences for 
APS circuit book offerings. Call 
Bob at (727) 599-1745.

Spotlight Series: Largo Lions 
Club invites all to its 13th annual 
Spotlight Series featuring barber-
shop, country and blues music at 
2 and 7 p.m.  at the Largo Cultural 
Center, 105 Central Park Drive. 
Reserved tickets $20; $17 per 
person in groups of 10 or more; 
and $64 for the series. Call (727) 
587-6793.

 

Out & About

Meet the artist

Special to the Times

Thomas Lott’s jewelry is on display at the Painted Fish Gallery.

Today
The Painted Fish Gallery invites the public to meet 
jeweler Thomas Lott 11 a.m.-5 p.m. today  and Sunday  
at 350 Main St., Dunedin. Call (727) 734-5060 and visit 
paintedfishgallery.com. 
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Lott’s amethyst and pearls

Lott’s ammolite pendant

“They are healing, but it’s been a slow pro-
cess,” White said. “She still needs daily care, 
so she will be in the clinic for a while longer 
before being sent outside to rehab.”

On Rolling Woods Drive, where the soap 
opera played out, EagleWatchers continue 
to keep an eye on developments at the nest.

“There have been reports that the male 
eagle is attempting to bond with a younger 

female,” said Barb Walker, a local volunteer 
with the Audubon of Florida EagleWatch 
program.

She doesn’t know if that younger bird is 
the same eagle that almost killed the injured 
one. “After the fight, there were several suit-
ors,” Walker said. “I don’t know that it’s 
going real strong for them.”

Friday morning, she said, the male 

bird was alone.
“When eagles are courting, they go 

through an amazing display,” Walker said. 
“We haven’t seen the bonding that we’d see: 
perching together, beak rubbing. There has 
not been any courtship display.”

Rodney Thrash can be reached at 
rthrash@sptimes.com or (727) 445-4167.
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Eagle’s regal looks begin their return

.  THREATS continued from 1

Wirth, 53, closed the corre-
spondence telling McCabe that, 
if he thinks Wirth is mistaken 
about his right to use deadly 
force, to explain why.

The state’s Stand Your Ground 
Law basically says people are jus-
tified in the use of deadly force to 
defend themselves if they have a 
reasonable fear of death or phys-
ical harm.

The St. Petersburg Times
learned about the letter after 
reviewing information from the 
State Attorney’s Office on Friday. 
Wirth didn’t return a call seeking 
comment.

It’s not clear if McCabe ever got 
the letter. Lt. Barbara Templeton, 
Tarpon Springs Police Depart-
ment’s spokeswoman, said she 
was informed that the letter 
was sent to him. McCabe’s secre-
tary said she didn’t have a record 
of the letter in her log. McCabe 
didn’t return calls for comment 
on Friday.

A copy of the letter was deliv-
ered to Tarpon Springs police 
in April, according to a sworn 
statement for a search war-
rant. The letter was inside an 
envelope that indicated it was 
from Wirth and was addressed 
to two officers who had inter-
viewed Wirth about a week 
earlier.

Wirth was interviewed by 
police after a reporter contacted 
the department about Wirth’s 
threats.

During the interview, Wirth 
said he made the statements 
to warn people that, if he has to 

defend his wife and home, he will 
do so at any cost, the report said.

“I don’t want suicide by cop or 
anything like that, but if I have to 
use violence to protect my wife 
and my house from being taken I 
will,” Wirth said, according to the 
report.

The following month, Wirth 
went on Inside Edition, showed 
off his guns and said, “I am going 
to use deadly force against board 
members and I have the guns to 
do it.”

Around that time, his appeal 
filed two years ago was heading 
toward a conclusion.

And Wirth lost that appeal in 
July.

Wirth, who was also arrest-
ed on charges of possession of 
marijuana and drug parapher-
nalia, was released on $20,500 
bail the day after his Aug. 20 
arrest.

Three of the five board mem-
bers told police  they were in fear 
for their safety and the safety of 
their families. 

In a handwritten statement, 
one board member whose name 
was redacted by the State Attor-
ney’s Office said the “neighbor-
hood has been held hostage for 
the past several years.”

Wrote another: “This man has 
nothing (except his home) to 
lose. In the end, he will be dead 
this I know. How many will be 
dead before he is?”

Lorri Helfand can be reached 
at lorri@sptimes.com or 
(727) 445-4155. 

Letter to state 
attorney makes 
threat of violence

Photo by Rowan Stanley

This photo, titled ER, by Rowan Stanley of Gibbs High School took first place in a digital photography contest for high 
school students put on by the Suncoast Camera Club of Clearwater. Students in Pinellas public high schools were eligible 
to enter, and 146 images from eight schools were submitted. Three awards and 18 honorable mentions were given. The 
second- and third-place winners also attend Gibbs, and are students of Melissa Hunt. Maris Johannsen-Pityo took second 
place with Sunny Day, and third place went to Christopher Watkins for Sprinkler. When Hunt learned that her students 
had taken the top spots, she said, “That is so exciting, I can’t wait to tell my class.” The awards were presented Dec. 15.

Student’s photo takes top prize in contest
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Sue Carlton Columnist, Tampa

• Miami native
• Tampa resident, 18 years
• St. Petersburg Times employee, 20 years
• Alma Mater: University of South Florida

Growing up in Miami, I was
barefoot and sun-browned

and spent every minute outside and on the water.

We were blissfully ignorant
of the fact that somewhere, schools 
had air conditioning.
Read Sue’s column every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday


